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Study Tour to Slovenia a Huge Success

Between 16 and 20 June the GPKT Project
organised a Study Tour to Slovenia for the
municipal and Chamber of Commerce
officials in co-operation with the Regional
Development Agency in Celje, Slovenia. The
trip was the result of discussions among
GPKT municipal representatives regarding
priorities for future economic development
in the region. The aim of the trip was to see
the first-hand the work of business
incubators, advanced agricultural - -
production and dairy farms, as well as the implementation of cross-border projects
between Slovenia and its neighbours: Croatia, Italy, Austria and Hungary.
Participants also had the opportunity to learn more about the value of rural tourism
for combating unemployment and promoting environmentally responsible
development.

During the busy five-day trip several different
regions were visited including Prekmurje,
Savenjska, Kras and Primorska region,
Slovenian Zagorje with the Celje area. The
group was able to visit more than twenty
agricultural and dairy farms, visited three
Regional Institutes for Agricultural
Development, and a business incubator in Celje
that works in the wider network of Tehnopolis.
In addition, visits were arranged to a number of
modernised factories and businesses.

A valuable experience was found in the
opportunity to learn more about a number of
environmentally friendlier methods for green
production of electricity and energy for heating.
The response to the tour was extremely
positive, and participants have returned home
with a number of ideas that will be put into
project planning this autumn.
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